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school crime by delivering speeches,
convening meetings, and directing his
Administration to make reducing
crime an important priority, and for
other purposes.

The Clerk read the title of the resolu-
tion.

The SPEAKER pro tempore. Is there
objection to the request of the gen-
tleman from California?

Mr. STUPAK. Reserving the right to
object, but I do not intend to object,
Mr. Speaker, I introduced this resolu-
tion along with the gentleman from
Pennsylvania (Mr. WELDON) and the
gentleman from Pennsylvania (Mr.
HOEFFEL) to emphasize the importance
of crime prevention at the local level
and to recognize the efforts of National
Night Out.

I am pleased to say that this resolu-
tion has bipartisan support with over
64 cosponsors.

I would like to specifically thank the
chairman of the Committee on the Ju-
diciary, the gentleman from Wisconsin
(Mr. SENSENBRENNER); and the ranking
members of the Committee on the Ju-
diciary; and ranking member of the
Subcommittee on Crime; and the lead-
ership on both sides of the aisle in
helping to bring this measure to the
floor.

Our resolution calls upon the Presi-
dent to focus on neighborhood crime
prevention, community policing pro-
grams, and reducing crime, and to
issue a proclamation in support of Na-
tional Night Out.

Mr. Speaker, last year over 32 million
people participated in National Night
Out. These 32 million people joined to-
gether and sent a message loud and
clear that they do not want crime in
their neighborhoods and streets and
that they will keep working together
until their communities are safe.

Each of us will be returning next
week to our districts for the August re-
cess. I hope each Member will take the
opportunity to participate in a Na-
tional Night Out event in their commu-
nity and show the strength of our na-
tional commitment to stop crime and
keep our communities safe.

Our resolution also urges President
Bush to continue to focus national at-
tention on reducing crime and to issue
a proclamation in support of National
Night Out, which is such an important
national event. National Night Out
brings communities together; and when
we come together with our neighbors,
our community leaders, our families,
our unity leaves no room for crimes.

It is a testament to what we can do
together, and I am proud to see the
House pass this resolution in support of
such a program.

Mr. Speaker, I have introduced this resolu-
tion along with Representatives CURT WELDON
and JOE HOEFFEL to emphasize the impor-
tance of crime prevention at the local level
and to recognize the efforts of National Night
Out. I am pleased to say that this resolution
has bipartisan support, with 64 cosponsors. I
would like to specifically thank the Chairman
JIM SENSENBRENNER, and Ranking Member of

the Judiciary Committee, the Chairman and
Ranking Member of the Crime Subcommittee,
and the leadership on both sides of the aisle
for their help in bringing this measure to the
floor.

Our resolution calls upon the President to
focus on neighborhood crime prevention, com-
munity policing programs and reducing school
crime and to issue a proclamation in support
of National Night Out.

National Night Out, which is coming up on
August 7, is a successful national program
which exemplifies the goals of crime reduction
through neighborhood and community efforts.
It is a nationwide event which combines a na-
tionally coordinated crime prevention cam-
paign with local community groups and law
enforcement organizations to take a stand
against crime.

This year’s National Night Out is the 18th
annual event in the campaign by National As-
sociation of Town Watch to fight crime. Na-
tional Night Out has grown year after year,
and now includes citizens, law enforcement
agencies, civic groups, businesses, neighbor-
hood organizations and local officials from
9,500 communities from all 50 states and the
District of Columbia, U.S. territories, Canadian
cities and military bases worldwide.

Last year over 32 million people participated
in National Night Out. Those 32 million people
joined together and sent a message, loud and
clear, that they don’t want crime in their neigh-
borhoods and streets, and that they will keep
working together until their communities are
safe.

I firmly believe that a focus on neighborhood
and community crime prevention is essential.
It is for this reason that I have long supported
the COPS program in the Department of Jus-
tice, and that I am such a strong supporter of
National Night Out. As a former police officer
who used to fight crime on the local and state
level, I can tell you these programs work. Per-
sonal involvement in one’s community, indi-
vidual attention to our youth, taking responsi-
bility for ourselves and for others, these things
make a difference.

Each of you will be returning next week to
your districts for the August recess. I hope
that you will take the opportunity to participate
in a National Night Out event in your commu-
nity, and show the strength of our national
commitment to stop crime and keep our com-
munities safe.

Our resolution also urges President Bush to
continue to focus national attention on reduc-
ing crime, and to issue a proclamation in sup-
port of National Night Out, which is such an
important national event.

National Night Out brings communities to-
gether. And when we come together with our
neighbors, our community leaders, our fami-
lies—our unity leaves no room for crime. It is
a testament to what we can do together—and
I am proud to see the House pass this resolu-
tion in support of such an important program.

Mr. Speaker, I withdraw my reserva-
tion of objection.

The SPEAKER pro tempore. Is there
objection to the request of the gen-
tleman from California?

There was no objection.
The Clerk read the resolution, as fol-

lows:
H. RES. 193

Whereas neighborhood crime is of con-
tinuing concern to the American people;

Whereas the fight against neighborhood
crime requires people to work together in co-
operation with law enforcement officials;

Whereas neighborhood crime watch organi-
zations are effective at promoting awareness
about, and the participation of volunteers in,
crime prevention activities at the local
level;

Whereas neighborhood crime watch groups
can contribute to the Nation’s war on drugs
by helping to prevent their communities
from becoming markets for drug dealers;

Whereas crime and violence in schools is of
continuing concern to the American people
due to the recent high-profile incidents that
have resulted in fatalities at several schools
across the United States;

Whereas community-based programs in-
volving law enforcement, school administra-
tors, teachers, parents, and local commu-
nities work effectively to reduce school vio-
lence and crime;

Whereas citizens across the United States
will soon take part in ‘‘National Night Out’’,
a unique crime prevention event which will
demonstrate the importance and effective-
ness of community participation in crime
prevention efforts by having people spend
the period from 7 to 10 o’clock p.m. on Au-
gust 7, 2001, with their neighbors in front of
their homes with their lights on; and

Whereas schools that turn their lights on
from 7 to 10 o’clock p.m. on August 7, 2001,
will send a positive message to the partici-
pants of ‘‘National Night Out’’ and show
their commitment to reduce crime and vio-
lence in schools: Now, therefore, be it

Resolved, That the House of Representa-
tives—

(1) supports the goals and ideas of ‘‘Na-
tional Night Out’’; and

(2) requests that the President—
(A) issue a proclamation calling on the

people of the United States to conduct ap-
propriate ceremonies, activities, and pro-
grams to demonstrate support for ‘‘National
Night Out’’; and

(B) focus appropriate attention on the
issues of neighborhood crime prevention,
community policing, and reduction of school
crime by delivering speeches, convening
meetings, and directing his Administration
to make reducing crime an important pri-
ority.

The resolution was agreed to.
A motion to reconsider was laid on

the table.

f

MOURNING THE DEATH OF RON
SANDER, WELCOMING THE RE-
LEASE FROM CAPTIVITY OF
ARNIE ALFORD, STEVE DERRY,
JASON WEBER, AND DAVID
BRADLEY, AND SUPPORTING EF-
FORTS TO COMBAT SUCH TER-
RORISM

Mr. BALLENGER. Mr. Speaker, I ask
unanimous consent that the Com-
mittee on International Relations be
discharged from further consideration
of the concurrent resolution (H. Con.
Res. 89) mourning the death of Ron
Sander at the hands of terrorist kid-
nappers in Ecuador and welcoming the
release from captivity of Arnie Alford,
Steve Derry, Jason Weber, and David
Bradley, and supporting efforts by the
United States to combat such ter-
rorism, and ask for its immediate con-
sideration in the House.

The Clerk read the title of the con-
current resolution.
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The SPEAKER pro tempore. Is there

objection to the request of the gen-
tleman from North Carolina?

Mr. WALDEN of Oregon. Mr. Speak-
er, reserving the right to object, I yield
to the gentleman from North Carolina
(Mr. BALLENGER), the manager of the
bill.

Mr. BALLENGER. Mr. Speaker, on
October 12, 2000, 10 men, including five
Americans, were abducted from an
Ecuadorean oil field. On January 31,
2001, Ron Sander of Sunrise Beach, Mis-
souri, was brutally murdered by his
captors.

The hostages spent 141 days in cap-
tivity and endured malnutrition, isola-
tion, and physical and mental abuse.

On June 23, 2001, Colombian National
Police General Jose Leonardo Gallego’s
anti-kidnapping unit, working with the
U.S. authorities, arrested 59 people, in-
cluding eight men accused of abducting
the 10 oil field workers in Ecuador. We
thank General Gallego for his good
work in bringing these criminals to
justice.

Please join me in supporting this res-
olution expressing condolences to the
family of Ron Sander and welcoming
the release of the American captives
back home.

Mr. WELDON of Oregon. Continuing
to reserve my right to object, Mr.
Speaker, I yield to the gentleman from
Missouri (Mr. SKELTON).

Mr. SKELTON. Mr. Speaker, let me
take this opportunity to commend the
gentleman for introducing this resolu-
tion mourning the death of Mr. Ron
Sander of Sunrise Beach, Missouri, and
welcoming the other victims of this
kidnapping incident home from South
America.

Ron Sander was one of 10 people who
were seized by terrorists last October
while they were working for an oil
company in Ecuador. In what can only
be termed a tragedy, Sander was found
murdered in late January, shot five
times in the back by his captors.

While it appears to be clear that
those who kidnapped Ron Sander and
nine other were merely part of a gang
of criminals, the act of kidnapping is
fast becoming a tool which is employed
by those violent actors who are in-
volved in the Colombian civil war, and
increasingly, in the countries which
neighbor Colombia.

The oil-rich areas of Ecuador attract
many American companies and other
firms that employ Americans. It is my
hope that we in the Congress can help
to find a peaceful resolution to the con-
flicts of the region and can thereby
hope to lessen the possibility that
Americans would be kidnapped in a
cowardly act of violence not unlike the
one that took the life of Ronald Sand-
er.

My heart goes out to the families of
all the kidnapping victims who waited
for their loved ones’ safe return; but
most of all, I want to express my deep-
est sympathy to Mr. Sander’s family.

Mr. WALDEN of Oregon. Mr. Speak-
er, continuing to reserve my right to

object, I am pleased to have this oppor-
tunity to address what I believe is one
of the most outrageous acts committed
against American citizens abroad in re-
cent years, the kidnapping of five
American citizens working in Ecuador
by a band of ruthless terrorists.

On October 12, 2000, a number of
international oil workers were ab-
ducted from an oil field in northern Ec-
uador by a heavily armed group of ter-
rorists. Mr. Speaker, ‘‘terrorists’’ may
be too generous a word to describe
these thugs, for they were motivated
not by ideology but by naked greed.
Their intention was to ransom their
captives, plain and simple.

Among the hostages taken were five
American citizens, Arnie Alford, Steve
Derry, Jason Weber of Gold Hill, Or-
egon, in my congressional district,
David Bradley of Casper, Wyoming, and
Ron Sander of Sunrise Beach, Missouri.

The nightmare that began for these
men on October 12 would ultimately
last 141 days, 41⁄2 months of deprivation
and hardship such as we can scarcely
contemplate. These men endured inhu-
mane treatment day after day at the
hands of their captors. They suffered
from prolonged malnutrition, isolation
from loved ones, and relentless phys-
ical and mental abuse.

Each day was spent marching at gun-
point through the unforgiving jungles
of South America, and each night was
spent tied up in the terrorists’ camps.
The diet that sustained the men was as
cruel as their surroundings: small por-
tions of rice and occasionally the meat
of rodents. The perseverance shown by
these brave Americans in the face of
such unremitting adversity is a testa-
ment to the human spirit.

Mr. Speaker, the fear of death hung
over the heads of these hostages every
day of their ordeal. Sadly, on January
31 of 2001, that fear became a reality
when one of the hostages, Ron Sander,
was murdered by his kidnappers. His
body was discovered riddled with bul-
lets, a brutal act intended to encourage
the employers of the hostages to meet
the kidnappers’ demand.

Finally, the nightmare came to an
end when the hostages were released
from their captivity and handed over
to Ecuadoran military authorities.

Mr. Speaker, the purpose of this reso-
lution first and foremost is to welcome
the safe return of our fellow citizens
and to mourn the death of Ron Sander,
an innocent victim of the greed and
malice of cowards.

The resolution also recognizes the co-
operation of the Ecuadoran authorities
who provided invaluable assistance in
negotiating the safe return of the hos-
tages.

It further acknowledges the employ-
ers of the victims, Erickson Air-Crane,
Schlumberger Ltd., and Helmerich &
Payne, whose commitment to their em-
ployees during this ordeal was absolute
and unwavering.

Finally, House Concurrent Resolu-
tion 89 reiterates the United States’
commitment to securing justice for the

victims of this crime and holding the
terrorists accountable for their ac-
tions.

It also expresses the sense of Con-
gress that the United States must re-
double its efforts to prevent future
kidnappings and eliminate the threat
represented by international terrorist
organizations.

Mr. Speaker, in closing, I want to add
that I could not be more pleased at the
arrest of a number of suspects in this
case by the Colombia National Police
on June 23. Working in concert with
U.S. authorities, the Colombia police
arrested 59 people, including eight men
accused of participating in this October
kidnapping.

It is my profound hope that if these
men are in fact guilty of this hideous
crime, that they will receive swift and
severe punishment that they so richly
deserve.

Mr. Speaker, I thank the Committee
on International Relations for moving
on this resolution with such great
haste, and I appreciate the time of the
House to share this.

I withdraw my reservation of objec-
tion, Mr. Speaker.

The SPEAKER pro tempore. Is there
objection to the request of the gen-
tleman from North Carolina?

There was no objection.
The Clerk read the concurrent reso-

lution, as follows:
H. CON. RES. 89

Whereas Ron Sander of Sunrise Beach,
Missouri, one of ten men abducted from an
Ecuadorian oil field on October 12, 2000, was
brutally murdered by his terrorist captors on
January 31, 2001;

Whereas Arnie Alford, Steve Derry, and
Jason Weber, of Gold Hill, Oregon, and David
Bradley, of Casper, Wyoming, were also
among the ten men abducted;

Whereas the kidnapped men endured inhu-
man treatment at the hands of their captors,
suffering from malnutrition, isolation, and
physical and mental abuse;

Whereas the hostages spent 141 days in
captivity before being released to Ecua-
dorian military authorities;

Whereas the Government of Ecuador pro-
vided invaluable assistance in seeking the
safe return of the hostages; and

Whereas the employers of the hostages,
Erickson Air-Crane, Schlumberger Ltd., and
Helmerich & Payne, maintained a tireless
commitment to their employees and their
families during protracted negotiations with
the terrorists: Now, therefore, be it

Resolved by the House of Representatives (the
Senate concurring), That

(1) the Congress welcomes the safe return
of American citizens Arnie Alford, Steve
Derry, Jason Weber, and David Bradley from
captivity by terrorists in Ecuador and con-
gratulates them for their perseverance in the
face of persistent and unremitting adversity;

(2) the Congress extends its deepest sym-
pathy to the family of Ron Sander, who was
killed by terrorists in Ecuador, and salutes
his steadfast courage under the most dif-
ficult of circumstances;

(3) the Congress supports the commitment
of the United States to bringing the killers
of Ron Sanders and the kidnappers of Arnie
Alford, Steve Derry, Jason Weber, and David
Bradley to justice; and

(4) it is the sense of the Congress that the
United States must redouble its efforts to
prevent future kidnappings by working in
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concert with foreign governments to neu-
tralize the threat represented by terrorist
groups who perpetrate such crimes.

The concurrent resolution was agreed
to.

A motion to reconsider was laid on
the table.

f

b 2300

APPALACHIAN REGIONAL DEVEL-
OPMENT ACT REAUTHORIZATION

Mr. LATOURETTE. Mr. Speaker, I
ask unanimous consent to take from
the Speaker’s table the bill (H.R. 2501)
to reauthorize the Appalachian Re-
gional Development Act of 1965, and
ask for its immediate consideration in
the House.

The SPEAKER pro tempore (Mr. BE-
REUTER). Is there objection to the re-
quest of the gentleman from Ohio?

Mr. COSTELLO. Mr. Speaker, reserv-
ing the right to object, I yield to the
gentleman from Ohio, the chairman of
the subcommittee, for an explanation
of the bill.

Mr. LATOURETTE. Mr. Speaker, I
thank the gentleman from Illinois for
yielding to me.

H.R. 2501 authorizes the Appalachian
Regional Commission for fiscal years
2002 through 2006. The bill also requires
the ARC to target at least half of ARC
project funds to distressed areas and
counties, creates a council to coordi-
nate Federal economic development as-
sistance in the region, provides afford-
able access to technology and tele-
communications through a new pro-
gram initiative, and lowers the admin-
istrative cost share for Local Develop-
ment Districts that include a dis-
tressed county.

Mr. Speaker, I want to thank the
ranking member of the Subcommittee
on Economic Development, Public
Buildings and Emergency Management
of the Committee on Transportation
and Infrastructure, the gentleman from
Illinois (Mr. COSTELLO); the ranking
member of our full committee, the gen-
tleman from Minnesota (Mr. OBER-
STAR); the chairman of the full com-
mittee, the gentleman from Alaska
(Mr. YOUNG), for their diligent atten-
tion to this very important program,
and two Members of our subcommittee
to whom this program is critical, the
gentleman from Ohio (Mr. NEY) and the
gentlewoman from West Virginia (Mrs.
CAPITO), a valuable new member of the
subcommittee, who worked tirelessly
to assist us in this reauthorization.

I support the bill and thank the gen-
tleman from Illinois.

Mr. COSTELLO. Further reserving
the right to object, Mr. Speaker, I
thank the chairman of the sub-
committee, the gentleman from Ohio
(Mr. LATOURETTE), for his leadership
regarding the reauthorization of the
Appalachian Regional Commission.
The subcommittee hearing was very
enlightening and provided essential in-
formation for the public record. I com-
mend Jesse White and his excellent

staff for working with us to shape a
fair bipartisan bill. This is a good bill
and it deserves our support.

Continuing my reservation of objec-
tion, Mr. Speaker, I yield to the rank-
ing member of the full committee, the
gentleman from Minnesota (Mr. OBER-
STAR).

(Mr. OBERSTAR asked and was given
permission to revise and extend his re-
marks.)

Mr. OBERSTAR. Mr. Speaker, the Trans-
portation and Infrastructure Committee has de-
voted a significant amount of time to reviewing
and evaluating the Appalachian Regional
Commission (ARC) and its programs. In 1997,
the Economic Development Subcommittee
held a series of hearings regarding not only
the ARC but also the Economic Development
Administration, and in 1998, both agencies
were reauthorized with broad bipartisan sup-
port.

The ARC received overwhelming bipartisan
support for one self-evident reason—ARC pro-
grams WORK. These essential programs have
significantly boosted employment, population
growth, and income throughout the region. De-
spite more than 35 years of effort, we are only
halfway home—the region has not yet pulled
itself up to the national average. Of ARC’s 406
counties, 118 counties remain severely eco-
nomically distressed. One hundred years of
decline cannot be overcome in only 35 years.
Much work remains to be done, and new ini-
tiatives need to be considered, not only to
maintain the existing economic foothold in the
region, but also to help it prepare for the new
economy.

H.R. 2501 is certainly another step in the
right direction for the people of Appalachia.
The bill authorizes the ARC for five years, it
establishes a coordinating council to address
Federal agency program delivery for the re-
gion, and it increases funding consistent with
inflation. The bill also establishes a tele-
communications program and authorizes $10
million for this new initiative in fiscal year 2002
and such sums as may be necessary in suc-
ceeding years. The new information highway
is just as important in opening up opportunities
for people of the Appalachian region as is the
Appalachian Development Highway System;
the telecommunications program will help put
the people of Appalachia on the highway of
the future.

I thank Subcommittee Chairman
LATOURETTE, Ranking member COSTELLO, and
Chairman YOUNG for their diligent work on this
bill. For Chairman YOUNG and Ranking Mem-
ber COSTELLO the problems of Appalachia are
very similar to the problems confronting re-
gions in Alaska and the Mississippi Delta. The
Denali Commission and the Delta Regional
Authority have worked closely with the ARC to
the benefit of each of the regions and the Na-
tion as a whole.

I strongly support the bill and urge its pas-
sage.

Mr. COSTELLO. Continuing my res-
ervation of objection, Mr. Speaker, I
yield to the gentlewoman from West
Virginia (Mrs. CAPITO).

Mrs. CAPITO. Mr. Speaker, I would
like to thank also the gentleman from
Ohio (Mr. LATOURETTE); the gentleman
from Alaska (Mr. YOUNG), the chair-
man of our committee; and the ranking
members, the gentleman from Min-

nesota (Mr. OBERSTAR) and the gen-
tleman from Illinois (Mr. COSTELLO),
for all their hard work on reauthor-
izing the Appalachian Regional Com-
mission.

As a West Virginian native, I am es-
pecially grateful to the ARC for its
commitment to improving the lives of
my fellow Mountaineers. As my col-
leagues may know, West Virginia is the
only State that is entirely within the
boundaries of the ARC.

The Appalachian Regional Commis-
sion is critical to the continued eco-
nomic development not only of my
State but the whole of Appalachia. The
area served by the ARC is very diverse,
both economically and geographically.
And while we have made progress in re-
cent years, we continue to face numer-
ous challenges.

ARC’s assistance helps level the play-
ing field and gives my constituents a
chance to share in the economic pros-
perity that has for so long left many of
us behind. The flexibility and diversity
of its programs enable local commu-
nities to tailor the ARC grants to their
individual needs.

In the district I represent, 11 coun-
ties are classified by the ARC as eco-
nomically distressed. And I have seen
firsthand the positive impact that
these grants can have on a community.
In my district alone, the ARC has as-
sisted with equipping industrial parks,
helped improve the skills of the work-
force, and preserved precious jobs by
strengthening industries ranging from
wood products to Internet technology.

The ARC is also instrumental at
meeting energy funding requests to as-
sist rural communities with their most
desperate situations. Recently, the
town of Wardensville contacted me re-
garding the need for immediate assist-
ance for a damaged sewer. I contacted
the ARC and was able to secure the
necessary funding which allowed the
town to repair the damage rather
quickly.

Mr. Speaker, it is imperative for the
Congress to reauthorize the ARC. A 5-
year reauthorization will ensure that
ARC continues to address my home
State of West Virginia’s needs. It
would also enable the commission and
our local communities to develop and
implement long-term strategies for
economic growth with a new emphasis
on technology.

I fully support this request, and I
thank the gentleman for yielding to
me.

Mr. COSTELLO. Mr. Speaker, I with-
draw my reservation of objection.

The SPEAKER pro tempore. Is there
objection to the request of the gen-
tleman from Ohio?

There was no objection.
The Clerk read the bill, as follows:

H.R. 2501

Be it enacted by the Senate and House of Rep-
resentatives of the United States of America in
Congress assembled,
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